
	

	

	 	 	 			

		 	 	 	 	 	

			 		 		 	

	 		

	

The	Honourable	Excellency	Ms	Abida	Islam	

Bangladesh	High	Commission	
28	Queen's	Gate	

London	SW7	5JA	

United	Kingdom	

	

Date:	24	April	2025	

Regarding:	Ensuring	trade	union	freedom	and	worker	rights	in	RMG	sector	

	

Dear	Honourable	Ambassador,	

	

We	are	writing	to	you	on	behalf	of	a	coalition	of	UK	trade	unions	and	civil	society	

organisations	to	request	your	urgent	support	in	improving	labour	rights	and	trade	union	

freedoms	in	the	RMG	industry	in	Bangladesh.	In	particular,	we	are	asking	that	you	support	

demands	to	drop	the	charges	still	levied	against	workers	and	trade	unionists	who	

participated	in	the	2023	wage	protests,	and	to	instigate	wage	and	labour	law	reforms	that	

will	see	real	change	for	RMG	workers.	

	

An	urgent	need	to	review	minimum	wages	for	the	RMG	sector	

Today	marks	twelve	years	since	the	Rana	Plaza	building	collapsed	in	Savar,	and	workers	in	

Bangladesh	factories	are	still	fighting	for	their	basic	rights	and	freedoms,	such	as	a	living	

wage,	the	right	to	join	a	union	without	fear,	safety	in	their	workplaces	and	more.	These	

issues	are	at	the	root	of	why	factory	disasters	remain	a	risk.	The	interim	government	have	

an	opportunity	to	start	a	labour	law	reform	process	and	put	in	place	the	systems	necessary	

to	intentionally	increase	wages,	year	on	year.	We	stand	in	support	of	Bangladeshi	union	

demands,	submitted	through	your	Labour	Reform	Commission,	to	see	immediate	action	to	

increase	wages	and	ensure	legislative	change	to	support	trade	union	freedoms	and	rights.		

	



	

	

Dropping	charges	still	pending	over	40,000	workers	and	trade	unionists	

In	late	2023,	worker	protests	took	place	in	Bangladesh	related	to	the	wage	setting	in	the	

RMG	industry.	Many	tens	of	thousands	of	workers	took	to	the	streets	over	low	pay	in	the	

sector,	but	were	met	with	violence	and	legal	retaliation	by	both	industry	and	government.	

	

Many	factories	responded	to	worker	protests	by	filing	mass	criminal	complaints	against	

hundreds	of	both	named	and,	mostly,	unnamed	workers,	without	any	credible	evidence	of	

individual	responsibility.	37	First	Information	Reports	(FIRs)	were	filed	that	we	have	

documented,	that	collectively	place	more	than	40,000	workers	at	risk	of	false	arrest.	Only	8	

have	been	dropped	following	pressure	from	campaigners,	supply	chain	actors	and	brands.		

	

The	filing	of	baseless	criminal	cases	that	accuse	workers	generically,	and	without	

individualized	evidence,	of	inciting	vandalism	and	other	serious	crimes	is	a	page	from	the	

well-worn	playbook	to	repress	freedom	of	association	and	maintain	poverty	wages	in	the	

industry.	Trade	unions	in	Bangladesh	continue	to	identify	the	existence	of	these	cases	as	a	

key	barrier	to	worker	organising	for	change	and	a	marker	of	the	continued	repression	of	

human	rights	in	the	sector.	

	

We	are	therefore	writing	to	ask	that	you	share	our	concerns	with	the	interim	government,	

and	extend	our	request	that	they	issue	an	executive	order	that	unilaterally	drops	the	

political	harassment	cases	taken	against	worker	groups	following	the	garment	worker	wage	

protests	in	late	2023.	This	request	would	be	in	support	of	an	agreement	already	signed	by	

worker	representatives,	the	BGMEA,	and	representatives	from	the	interim	government	in	

September	last	year	–	the	18-point	plan.		

	

Thank	you	in	advance	for	your	attention	to	these	important	matters.	We	look	forward	to	

receiving	your	response	in	due	course	and	continuing	a	productive	dialogue.	

	

Sincerely,	

	

Organisational	Signatories:	

	

• Dave	Ward,	General	Secretary,	CWU	

• Gary	Smith,	General	Secretary,	GMB	

• Barbara	Plant,	President,	GMB	

• John	Moloney,	Assistant	General	Secretary,	PCS		

• Stephen	Guy,	Chair,	Durham	Miners	Association	

• Farhana	Uddin,	IWGB	

• Nick	Crook,	Head	of	International,	UNISON	

• Anna	Bryher,	Labour	Behind	the	Label	

• Jay	Kerr,	No	Sweat	

• Asad	Rehman,	War	on	Want	



	

	

• Hayley	Franco,	Re-make	UK	

• Helen	Moulinos,	Chief	Executive	Officer,	Anti-Slavery	International	

• Nick	Dearden,	Global	Justice	Now	

• Ruth	Bergan,	Transform	Trade	

• Peter	Frankental,	Programme	Director	Economic	Affairs,	Amnesty	International	UK	

• Shanta	Bhavnani,	Ethical	Consumer	

• Louise	Davies,	Chief	Executive,	Scottish	Fair	Trade	

• Caroline	Downey,	Executive	Director,	Women	Working	Worldwide	

• Dominique	Muller,	Director,	Corporate	Justice	Coalition	

• Tracy	Doig,	Head	of	Advocacy	and	Campaigns,	The	Circle	

• Tamara	Cincik,	CEO	of	Fashion	Roundtable	

• Beth	Davy-Day	|	Creative	Director,	Fashion	Enter	

• Sarah	Jay,	Executive	Director,	Fashion	Revolution	

• Francesco	Sani,	Deputy	Branch	Secretary	DMU	UCU	

• Paul	Stewart,	secretary,	Unison	Housing	&	Care	Scotland	Branch	

• Kevin	Treweeks,	Branch	Secretary,	Plymouth	in	UNISON	

	

	

Individual	Signatories:	

	

Alena	Ivanova	(Glasgow)	 Stephen	Oren	(Chicago)	

Farhana	Uddin	(London)	 Jonathan	Boud	(London)	

Peter	Watson	(Norwich)	 Luana	Barigazzi	(Carpi)	

Rosa	Shea	(London)	 Gerri	Goan	(Dublin)	

Paul	Mcneilly	(London)	 Estelle	Burrows	(Walsall)	

Judith	Wilson	(Glasgow)	 Karen	Howell	(London	)	

Alexander	Daughtry	(Vancouver,	Bc,	

Canada)	

Megan	Davies	(Loughborough)	

Julian	Goodare	(Edinburgh)	 Julia	Winn	(Tonbridge)	

Shelagh	Ashe	(Virginstow,	Devon)	 Ruth	Werbiski	Dutton	(High	Wycombe)	

Wendy	Collier	(Hayle)	 Bassam	Imam	(Montreal)	

Gavin	Maclean	(Inverness)	 Jody	Gibson	(Des	Moines)	

Marjo	Jehae	(Krommenie)	 Aj	Cho	(San	Leandro)	



	

	

Georgina	Ramos	(Sheffield)	 Katherine	Bugos	(London)	

Andrew	Melville	(Machynlleth)	 Katherine	Bugos	(London)	

Richard	Warren	(Sherborne)	 Margaret	Koudelkova	(London)	

Melanie	Flynn	(Birmingham)	 Sheila	Dunnachie	(Mayneisland)	

Peter	Davy	(Canterbury)	 James	Sherburn	(Taunton)	

Bridget	Harris	(Edinburgh,	Uk)	 Helen	Carter	(Norwich)	

Jennifer	Lewis	(Chandlers	Ford	Eastleigh)	 Oreofe	Abe	(Peterborough)	

Andrew	Coburn	(Chelmsford)	 Anne	Mcnally	(Bradford)	

David	Reed	(Thame)	 Sk	Martell	(Norwich)	

Hazel	Calltainn	(Helmsdale)	 Jamie	Macdonald	(Halesworth)	

Susan	Hurlock	(Skelmersdale)	 Jane	Smeeth	(London)	

Sheila	Brookes	(Cambridge)	 Kim	Hall	(Chesterfield)	

Nicola	Chambers	(Lewes)	 Christie	Noble	(Melbourne)	

Phil	Reeves	(Leighton	Buzzard)	 Christina	Rogelio	(Frederick)	

John	Boys	(Broadstone)	 Joyce	Frohn	(Oshkosh)	

Lindsay	Hope	Kern	(Belfast)	 Roddy	Moore	(Acharacle)	

Diana	Allchorne	(Tonbridge)	 Narayana	Menon	(Canbera)	

Stacy	Bell	(Hampton)	 Christopher	Brockwell	(Bexley)	

B	Levene	(Nearish	Penzance)	 Sylwia	Magon	(Elland)	

Andrew	Tull	(Worcester)	 Joan	Daines	(Sheffield)	

Becky	Fitch	(Liverpool)	 Fabienne	Lammers	(Kerkdriel,	

Netherlands)	

Amanda	Wright	(London)	 Ana	Talbot	Meling	(Bremnes)	

Rob	Park	(Ottawa,	Ont.,	Canada)	 Harald	Langen	(Bamberg)	

Brigitta	Josef	(Muri,	Switzerland)	 Ryan	Harris	(Tunbridge	Wells)	

James	Mctavish	(Liverpool)	 Nicola	Reid	(Essex)	



	

	

Vasileios	Grigoriou	(Prenton)	 Samantha	Moscrop	(Leeds)	

Maureen	Sheahan	(Southfield)	 Mel	Watt	(Wells)	

Helen	Jones	(Nottingham)	 Jorge	Roncero	(London)	

Kim	Dongheyon	(Cheonan-Si)	 Vickie	Hin	(Seattle)	

Jeremy	Burchardt	(Reading)	 Małgorzata	Krysiak	(Łódź)	

Jacqui	Fenner	(Martock)	 Jade	Kally	(London)	

Anne	Cash	(Bolton)	 Andy	Meikle	(Bexleyheath,	Kent)	

Mark	Hollinrake	(Rochdale)	 Jenny	Brabazon	(Felixstowe)	

Dimitar	Dolnooryahov	(Gorna	Oryahovitsa,	

Bulgaria)	

Andy	Meikle	(Bexleyheath,	Kent)	

Garik	Himebaugh	(Austin,	Tx)	 John	Crocker	(Aberystwyth)	

Margaret	O'Keeffe	(Cork)	 Claire	Upton	(London)	

Gabrielle	Louise	Greenall	(Sheffield)	 Paolo	Timelli	(Lumezzane)	

Angus	Miller	(Hove)	 Erika	Adler	(Brighton)	

Maria	Harland	(Market	Harborough)	 Jen	Foster	(Maidstone)	

Pam	Wortley	(Newcastle	Upon	Tyne)	 Sue	Andrews	(Somerset)	

Diana	Hallett	(Camborne)	 Richard	Tredwell	(Worcester)	

Kara	Lynsdale	(Brighton)	 Michael	W	Evans	(Los	Angeles)	

Jeremy	Spandler	(Norwich)	 Jackie	Oversby	(Reading)	

Martin	Archer	(West	Wickham)	 Carolina	Rudnick	(Santiago,	Chile)	

James	Neil	(Cumbernauld	)	 Derek	Clarke	(Hayfield,	High	Peak)	

Jo	Elbourne	(Margate)	 Jaap	Hartenhof	(Groningen)	

Dorothy	Freedman	(Chorleywood)	 Karen	Trewinnard	(Winchester)	

Miriam	Karmali	(London)	 Nawal	Achouche	(Liège)	

Shaun	Fraser	(Abertillery)	 Joan	Peralta	Mas	(Terrassa.	Barcelona)	

Michael	Rozdoba	(Washington)	 Alan	Falconer	(Penicuik)	



	

	

Ray	Corness	(London)	 Lesley	Towner	(York)	

Jillian	Paragg	(Regina,	Saskatchewa,	

Canada)	

David	Otterson	(Billingham)	

Kate	Harvie	(Great	Ayton)	 Elizabeth	Milne	(Aberdeen)	

Mia	Haroon	(Chelmsford)	 Mark	Knowles	(York)	

Jane	Dixon-Rowland	(Bergen)	 Nick	Wright	(Veliko	Tarnovo,	Bulgaria)	

Anne	Brooke	(Hexham)	 Amanda	Neville	(Nottingham)	

Julie	Brown	(Hereford)	 Birgit	Rauw	(Woluwe	Saint	Lambert)	

Marie-Michelle	Mousse	(London)	 Pauline	Howell	(Stockport)	

Paul	Armstrong	(Frimley)	 Helen	Frances	Taylor	(New	Mills,	High	

Peak)	

Michael	Shaw	(Huddersfield)	 Kevin	Waddington	(Kings	Lynn)	

Rowena	Ward	(Grantham)	 Kirsten	Marenah	(London)	

Louise	Nielsen	(London)	 Patricia	Andrews	(Birmingham)	

Martin	Horan	(Manchester)	 Susan	Mcallion	(Dundee)	

Deirdre	Barry	(London)	 Louise	Mausen	(Liège)	

Sarah	Ellis	(Melplash)	 Rachel	Tighe	(Birmingham)	

Cheryl	Henry	(Blo	Norton)	 Alessandro	Mauri	(Milano)	

Charlotte	Lloyd	(Wales)	 Suzanne	Blows	(Whittlesey)	

Peter	Roberts	(Teangue)	 Kate	Simpson	(Glasgow)	

John	Barker	(Solihull)	 Andrew	Hickling	(Oxford)	

Reto	Moritzi	(Abtwil)	 Lesley	Wearmouth	(Consett)	

Kathleen	Ennis	(Coventry)	 Cheryl	Lloyd	(Newcastle	Upon	Tyne)	

Emma	Major	(Selby)	 Paula	Brackstone	(Somerton)	

Steve	Flinders	(Sliema,	Malta)	 Rob	Newton	(Chester)	

Llewelyn	Lavista	(Wallasey)	 Andy	Rutherford	(London)	



	

	

Mary	Robertson	(Canterbury)	 Emma	Overton	(Grimsby)	

Neil	Bradley	(Fareham)	 John	And	Belinda	Wood	(Budleigh	

Salterton)	

Ian	Woolcomb	(Newark	On	Trent)	 Hazel	Wood	(East	Linton)	

Claire	Edwards	(Great	Yarmouth)	 Eleanor	Platt	(London)	

Mandy	Hanton	(Norwich)	 Sally	Burley	(Redruth)	

Tricia	Kaminski	(Edinburgh)	 Tess	Goodwin	(Broughton)	

Cheryl	Fanson	(Plymouth)	 Emma	Louise	Pascoe	(Cornwall)	

Renate	Aspden	(Sale)	 Nina	Smith	(Loughborough)	

Eric	Chipulina	(Bury	St	Edmunds)	 Claire	Healey	(Sheffield)	

Denise	Brennan	(Auburn	Hills)	 Daisy	Tod	(London)	

Sue	Purchase	(Stockton-On-Tees)	 Iona	Jarvis	(Torquay)	

Susan	Harrington	Spier	(Bury	St	Edmunds)	 Myriam	Garçon	(Montreal)	

Gilberte	Catalifaud	(Cosnac)	 John	Wilkins	(Middleton)	

Olive	Powell	(Manchester)	 Katie	Robinson	(London)	

Clare	Bond	(Oxford)	 Moira	Pirie	(Drongan	Ayr)	

Meredith	Hadaway	(Stonehaven)	 Giuseppe	Turi	(London)	

Stuart	Hartill	(Ramsey,	Isle	Of	Man)	 Trevor	Kay	(Camborne)	

Sara	Barker	(Penzance)	 Sharron	Colpitts-Elliott	(Morpeth)	

Andy	Middlewick	(London)	 Anthony	Dent	(London)	

Jon	Preston	(Stirling)	 Georgina	Wong	(Truro)	

Lorraine	Devlin	(Greenock)	 Joanna	Berry	(Bristol)	

Sarah	Early	(Swanage)	 Alessandra	Cangemi	(Milano)	

Richard	Hayward	(Wivenhoe)	 John	Jackie	O'Connor	(Caher	Killanena)	

Eleri	Davies	(Rickmansworth)	 Emily	Wills	(Gloucestershire)	

John	Telford	(Leicester)	 Richard	Kite	(Nelson)	



	

	

Hazel	Green	(Worcester)	 Sian	Nicholas	(Sutton	Coldfield)	

Teresa	Mackay	(Ipswich)	 Gillian	Parkin	(Harrogate)	

Howard	Cohen	(Palo	Alto,	Ca,	Usa)	 Anne	Darby	(Nottingham)	

Fran	Scott	(Leeds)	 Evie	Gilbert	(London)	

Roz	Hughes	(Manchester)	 Helen	O'Grady	(Bristol)	

Elizabeth	Robson	(Crediton)	 Zoë	Parish	(Gainsborough)	

Andrew	Buglass	(Grantham)	 .	Madelaine	Theobald	(London)	

Voirrey	Hampson	(Wallasey)	 Lesley	Horner	(London)	

Philippa	Lowther	(Exeter)	 Mariko	Karlsson	(Stockholm)	

Chris	Donahue	(Wallasey)	 Judith	Willcox	(Southampton)	

John	Howes	(New	Plymouth)	 Patricia	Tweed	(Stafford)	

Abelardo	Clariana-Piga	(Southampton)	 Susan	Fisher	(Cardiff)	

Kelly	Mason	(Wideopen)	 Samuel	Mcbride	(Kingussie)	

Sue	Rose	(Barnsley)	 Marianne	Burns	(Aberdeen)	

Ann	Marie	Mcgill	(Hamilton)	 Elizabeth	Kingsmill	(London)	

Julie	Taylor	(Newcastle	Upon	Tyne)	 Renate	Aspden	(Sale)	

Helen	Coyne	(Newcastle	Upon	Tyne)	 Rob	Williams	(Brecon)	

Pam	Maxwell	(Beith)	 L	Naylor	(Canterbury)	

Keith	Lesage	(Wellingborough)	 M	Todd	(Glasgow)	

Sarah	Hartley	(York)	 Charles	Weston	(Amboise)	

Geoff	Brown	(Stroud)	 Roger	Beasley	(Rochdale)	

David	Johnson	(Elmhurst,	Queens,	New	

York	City)	

Ceri	Cambridge	(Chester)	

Wendy	Taylor	(Hailsham)	 Ben	Gilchrist	(Manchester)	

Jean	Mcdonald	(Glasgow)	 Ginnette	Simmonds	(London)	

Dolores	Terzonie	(Leeds)	 Hannah	Langdana	(Leeds)	



	

	

Michael	Paling	(Redcar)	 Grace	Buckley	(Glasgow)	

Dr	Rosemary	Croft	(Reading)	 Scarlett	Hawkes	(Liverpool)	

Kirsten	Cornforth	(Hastings)	 Sandra	Dudley	(Halesowen)	

Caz	Buckley	(Stroud)	 Laura	Murgatroyd	(Bristol)	

Peter	Marshall	(London)	 Caroline	Kay	(Needham	Market)	

Emily	Senn	(London)	 Sukie	Kirk	(London)	

Antonia	Tolhurst	(Devizes)	 Hameeda	Raahat	(Edinburgh)	

Leanne	Chapman	(Haslingden)	 Andrew	Brodie	(Edinburgh)	

Greg	Walsh	(Woodbridge)	 Jacky	Hendley	(Brighton)	

Stuart	Gregory	(Sheffield)	 Gwyndaf	Tomos	(Crymych)	

Gill	Haggie	(Rotherham)	 Maggie	Gorman	(Chesterfield)	

Annie	Oudijk	(Amersfoort)	 Sally	Skyrme	(Leicester)	

Thomas	Davidson	(Lanark)	 Nese	Kildaci	(Istanbul)	

John	Chambers	(Retford)	 Jon	Daly	(London)	

Peter	Stott	(Moray)	 Joanne	Monk	(Manchester)	

Tony	Martin	(Swindon)	 Deborah	Twigger	(Huddersfield)	

Matilda	Rodway	(Hastings)	 Marisa	Guthrie	(Chagford)	

Sharmila	Sengupta	(London)	 Breanna	Barr	(Port	Macquarie)	

Susa	Beale	(Wigton)	 Joe	Tricase	(Sydney)	

Jane	Forster	(Edinburgh)	 Annparkinson	Parkinson	(Skipton)	

Steve	Overton	(Leicester)	 Fiona	Stiff	(Manchester)	

Sam	Moore	(Norwich)	 Janet	Marshall	(Bicester)	

Terry	Brough	(St	Helens)	 Elaine	Moore	(Cardiff)	

David	Lancaster	(York)	 Achsa	Griffiths	(Sandwich)	

Jenny	Spouge	(Luton)	 Rosemary	Seifert-Graf	(Cummington)	

Ken	Peden	(Manchester)	 Christian	Robert	(Chatel	Guyon)	



	

	

Denise	Long	(Southampton)	 Leanne	Mcnulty	(London)	

Marion	Fisher	(Huddersfield)	 Emma	Harrison	Beesley	(Balcombe)	

Jonathan	Stevenson	(London)	 Claire	Marris	(London)	

Slobodan	Latinovic	(Rotterdam)	 Denise	Funnell	(Hayes)	

Katherine	Pierpoint	(Canterbury)	 Cécile	Duclos	(London)	

Suzanne	Hydes	(London)	 Susannah	Williams	(York)	
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